
Q&A about Procurator Mandate for Archdiocese 

1. Who can sign it? 
Anyone 14 years or older who lives in St. Louis Archdiocese for six months or more and is Catholic or 

married to a Catholic 

 
2. Who do the (2) witnesses need to be? 

Anyone 14 years or older. These two people can be family members.  

 
3. Do we have to get this notarized? 

No. 

 
4. How do we get it back to you? 

We would ask you to mail the original signed physical copy to:  
 

Ken Battis, P.O. Box 105, Wentzville, MO 63385 
 

Additionally, email a scanned copy of your original signed document to: info@SOSTLP.org 

 
5. When do we need to get it back to you? 

As soon as possible.  

 
6. Why do we need this Mandate? 

So we can have a reasonable opportunity to be heard BEFORE the sweeping changes/42 models suggested 

through All Things New. 

 
7. Who is being considered for the “Advocate in Canon Law”? 

Mr. Philip Gray with the St. Joseph Foundation.   
8. How is this Archdiocesan-wide Procurator Mandate different than the 

Procurator Mandate for our individual Parish? 
This mandate is for the ENTIRE Archdiocese of St. Louis. This is the best chance for us all to be heard and 

to stop pre-planned changes of “All Things New” from happening without our input. The Procurator 

Mandate for your Parish is tied to stopping your individual parish from being suppressed/merged/closed 

once the Archbishop announces that decision. You must be a parishioner or married to a parishioner at your 

parish to sign your individual Parish’s mandate. 

 
9. Do we need our priest or deacon’s permission to sign this? 

No, you do not need permission. From Code of Canon Law,  Canon 212 §2 & §3. “The Christian faithful are 

free to make known to the pastors of the Church their needs, especially spiritual ones, and their desires. 

According to the knowledge, competence, and prestige which they possess, they have the right and even at 

times the duty to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion on matters which pertain to the good of the 

Church and to make their opinion known to the rest of the Christian faithful, without prejudice to the 

integrity of faith and morals, with reverence toward their pastors, and attentive to common advantage and 

the dignity of persons.”  

 
10. Do we really have a chance to make a difference? 

Absolutely. We are the first diocese that has come together BEFORE the Archbishop officially declares 

closures/mergers/suppressions. Mr. Gray has had success when enough people come together as a large 

group which makes both the Archbishop and Rome take notice. 


